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August 29, 2017 
 
Dear Ridge Parents, 
 
One week from tomorrow the teachers and I will welcome your children to Ridge for the 2017-
18 school year! The postcard board is filling up so I know many of you have had an opportunity 
to enjoy some time this summer traveling both far and near. In addition to this welcome letter for 
you, I’ve also sent a separate letter specifically for your child(ren). I would love for all students 
to read it (or have it read to them) before the first day of school. Thank you in advance! 
 
Before I share some “first day info” there are a few changes to some of our procedures that I 
want to share. First, we will continue to announce birthdays in the morning announcements, but 
we will no longer celebrate with food or goody bags. Instead, your child’s teacher will provide a 
choice of activities to honor the occasion, such as recess, a game, or a special book. The students 
and teachers will be able to brainstorm their own birthday ideas. Secondly, this year we will have 
one Back to School Night for all grades on Tuesday, September 19 at 7:00pm. We’ll be sending 
a schedule for the evening. Lastly there will be some changes to our red zone (hopefully positive 
ones) suggested by the village manager and the police. I’ll outline those changes in my annual 
parking/red zone letter (always a fun read!) 
 
The first day of school is Wednesday, September 6 with dismissal at 12:45pm for all 
students.  Teachers suggest students bring a healthy snack on the first day of school, as lunch 
will not be served.  Beginning on Thursday, September 7 we will have a full day of school 
including the lunch period.  Our lunch schedule this year is changed slightly:  
• Monday – Thursday: Grades K-2, 11:25-12:10 and Grades 3-5, 12:10 – 12:55 
• Fridays: The entire school will have the same lunch period: 12:10-12:55 
If you choose to have your child go home for lunch on any given day, an adult must come into 
the office to sign him/her out and sign back in again at the end of lunch. 
 
Arrival to school will work the same way it has in the past.  K-2 students will be asked to line up 
on the front patio each day.  Students in Grades 3-5 will gather on the blacktop playground on 
nice days and on the front patio in the event of inclement weather.  All students should arrive no 
earlier than 8:30am every day.  The school day begins at 8:35am.  Please do not drop your 
children off early unless they are part of early extra help/support classes or they are reporting for 
a before-school activity.  
 
As many of you know, it has been a longstanding tradition at Ridge School on the first day of 
school for many parents to walk their children into their classrooms and then leave after a few 
minutes.  While this is a tradition, it can be overwhelming for some of our students.  With that in 
mind, we will have special meeting spots for new students, kindergarten students, and RISe 
students up on our patio.  Parents of those students can join them on the patio. All other 
students and their parents will be asked to wait down below the steps.  This helps to create a 
better first-day environment for everyone. 
  
Regarding dismissal, classroom teachers will walk all students to the front of the school at 
3:00pm whereby, according to the dismissal form you will complete on the first day of school, 



they will be dismissed by the teacher or released to you.  It is important that all parents who are 
waiting to meet their children wait by the wall in the front of the school in order to ease the 
congestion that occurs.  Please do not wait up on the patio, on the steps, or just below the 
steps.  As always, the safety committee and I ask that you respect the “red zone” rules in order to 
create the safest possible environment for all of the children.   
 
We have a wonderful school year ahead of us and I look forward to seeing all of the children on 
Wednesday, September 6!  Please remember students should bring their summer reading logs 
with them on the first day.  I also look forward to the Family Picnic on September 8, where we’ll 
celebrate the start of this school year and welcome everyone back.   
 
Enjoy these last days of summer vacation! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Jean Schoenlank 
Principal 


